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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

This week, EMS Doha is participating in Digital Citizenship week. Your child is taking part in a classroom
lessons from Common Sense Education’s K-12 Digital Citizenship Curriculum, designed to educate and
guide young people to harness the power of the Internet and digital tools so they can become safe, responsible,
and respectful digital citizens.

WHAT IS DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP?

Digital media and technology is evolving at a rapid pace, bringing with it amazing opportunities as well as real
risks for our children. On the positive side, young people are using the Internet and mobile technologies to
create, connect, explore and learn in ways never before imagined. Challenges from harmful behaviors,
cyberbullying to digital cheating, are surfacing in schools and in homes across the country. Young people face

ethical challenges daily without a roadmap to guide them.

WHAT COMMON SENSE EDUCATION TEACHES

The core message of the curriculum is one of empowerment: With powerful digital tools that allow for
creation and communication comes great responsibility. The curriculum centers on 8 main categories based
on the digital ethics research of Dr. Howard Gardner and The GoodPlay Project at the Harvard Graduate
School of Education.

WHAT FAMILIES CAN DO

Watch this short video from Common Sense Education Kids & Technology: The New Landscape

Resources for discussing digital citizenship with your children

http: //www.commonsensemedia.org/

http://www.safespace.ga

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/

http://www.childnet.com/

http: //www.netsmartz.org/Parents

On Wednesday, November 23rd, we will host a parent evening to discuss digital citizenship and concerns
facing your children. Come learn about how to speak with your child(ren) about the technology they use and
how to help keep them safe! The event will be in the evening from 5:30 - 6:30 P.M. and an invitation will be
sent in November.

Sincerely,
Mareena Kohtala

21st Century Learning Coordinator
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http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/

http://www.childnet.com/

http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents
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